parents perform their religious duty toward their children,
either by teaching them what they could themselves teach,
or by sending them where their own want of knowledge
might be supplied. Whether the children went to school or
not, it was his wish that they should be taught their prayers,
the Creed, and the Commandments, at home. These he
thought were better learned at the mother's knees than
from any other teacher; and he knew also how wholesome
for the mother it was that the child should receive from her
its first spiritual food, the milk of sound doctrine. In a
purely agricultural parish, there were at that time no parents
in a state of such brutal ignorance as to be unable to teach
these, though they might never have been taught to read.
When the father or mother could read, he expected that
they should also teach their children the catechism; in other
cases this was left to his humble co-adjutrix the school-
mistress.
During the summer and part of the autumn, he followed
the good old usage of catechizing the children, after the
second lesson in the evening service. His method was to ask
a few questions in succession, and only from those who he
knew were able to answer them; and after each answer he
entered into a brief exposition suited to their capacity. His
manner was so benevolent, and he had made himself so
familiar in his visits, which were at once pastoral and
friendly, that no child felt alarmed at being singled out; they
regarded it as a mark of distinction, and the parents were
proud of seeing them thus distinguished. This practice
was discontinued in winter; because he knew that to keep a
congregation in the cold is not the way either to quicken or
cherish devotional feeling. Once a week during Lent he
examined all the children, on a week day; the last examina-
tion was in Easter week, after which each was sent home
happy with a homely cake, the gift of a wealthy parishioner,
who by this means contributed not a little to the good effect
of the pastor's diligence.
The foundation was thus laid by teaching the rising
generation their duty towards God and towards their neigh-
bour, and so far training them in the way that they should
go. In the course of a few years every household, from the
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